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INTRODUCTION. 


IIS Majeſty having thought | pro- 


per, to take into His Royal 


Conſideration, the modes in which, 
the Manual and Platoon Exerciſes are 
at preſent performed by His Troops; 
—and it appearing to His Majeſty, 
that ſome alterations might be made 


in both, which would be productive 


| of great utility, and advantage to His 


Service ;—particularly, by reducing 
the unneceſſary length of the for- 


mer — His Majeſty is therefore 
| pleaſed, hereby to recall, and cancel 


His former Regulations, reſpecting 
the Manual and Platoon Exerciſes, 
and to order that, in their ſtead, the 
following ſhall be adopted, and inva- 


riably praiſed in ue, * His 
whole Army. 5 


BY HIS MA JESTY'S COMMAND. 


WILLIAM F AWCETT, 
ADpJvuTanT GENERAL. 


Adjutant General's Office, 
April 20, 1792. 
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rab MANUAL, AD PLATOON g 
EXEHCISE. 


 Poſitionof the Soldier under Arms. 


| SHE equal a Erect o of the ſhoul - 
ders, and body, to the front, is 
|: the firſt, and great principle of the poſi. 

tion of the ſoldier :— The heels muſt be 
in a line, and.cloſed ;—The knees ftraight, 
without ſtiffneſs :—The toes turned out, 
ſo that the feet may form an angle of 
about 60 degrees :—The arms hang near 
the body, but not ſtiff; the flat of the 
hand, and little finger, touching the 
thigh, and the thumbs as far back as 


1 the ſeams of the breeches ;—The elbows 3 


and ſhoulders are to be Ln back ;— 
"er ll 5 II 


I 6 * 
The belly rather drawn in; and the breaft 
advanced, but without conſtraint:— The 
body to be upright, but inclining rather 
forwards, ſo that the weight of it may 
bear chiefly on the fore part of the feet: 
Ihe head to be erect; and neither turned 


to the right, nor to the left; the eyes 


alone will be glanced to the right, 
The body of the ſoldier being in this 
poſition, the firelock is to be placed in 
| his left hand, againſt the ſhoulder ; his 
wriſt to be a little turned out; the thumb 
alone to appear in front; the four fingers 


do be under the butt; and the left elbow 


to be rather bent inwards, ſo as not to be 
feparated from the body, or to be more 
| backward. or forward than the right 
one: — The firelock mult reſt full on . 
hand, not on the end of the fingers; 
and be carried in ſuch manner, as not to 
raiſe, advance, or keep back one ſhoul- 
der more than the other; the butt muſt 
therefore be forward, and as low as can 
be permitted without 'conftraipt; the fore 
part a very little before the front of the 
| thigh ; and the hind part of it preſſed by 
the wriſt againft the thigh :—]t muſt be 
| kept ſteady, and firm, before the hollow 
of he ſhoulder; ſhould i it be SO. back 
3 + or 


£323 


= or eartiad; too high, the one ſhoulder 
would be advanced, the other kept back, 
und the upper part of the body would be 2 
diſtorted, and not e with 1 to 
the limbs, el | 


MANUAL BXBROISE, 


1 | ExeLaxarion.* 031. Woke 
; | command, 
Bring, the firelock to RY il „ 
motions as uſual, ſeizing it at the 1ſt 7. Orde 
at the lower loop, juſt above the ſwell ; . 
at the 2d, bring it down to the right Mia. 
ſide, the butt within two inches of the 
ground; at the 3d, drop the butt on the 
ground, placing the muzzle againſt the 
hollow of the right ſhoulder, and the 
hand flat upon the ſling. i 
At the word, fix, place the thumb of 2d. Fix 
the right band; as quiek as poſſible, net. 
1 5 bebinck the . taking a gripe of 1 
firelock; as ſoon as the word of com- 
ugg is fully. out, puſh the firelock a 
* 1 little 


CET! 


little: forward, at the ſaine time e drawing 1 
out the bayonet with the left hand, and i 
fixing it with the utmoſt celerity :— The E 
inſtant this is done, return, as quick as t 


poſſible, to the order, as above deſeribed, 
and ſtand perfectly ſteady. 
34. Shoul- As ſoon as the word ſhoulder is given, 
er arms. take a gripe of the firelock with the right 
hand, as in fixing bayonets, and at the 
laſt word” arms, the firelock muſt be 
thrown with the right hand in onemotion, 
and with as little appearance of effort, as 
poſſible, into its proper poſition on the 
left ſhoulder ;—the hand croſſes the body 
in fo doing, but muſt inſtantly be with- 5 
drawn. 
4. Pre. 1, Seize the [PEER with the right 
ent arms, hand, under the guard, turning the lock 
3 Motions, to the front, but without moving it from 
a the ſhoulder. „„ 5 
2d. Bring it to the pojze, © Pf 3 
with the left hand, the fingers extended 
aloòng the fling, the wriſt upon the guard, 
and the point of the left thumb of equal N 
. with the eyes. 
3d. Bring down the fiber with 8. 
«Wk motion, as low as the right 
Jo will admit without conſtraint, 
drawing back the right foot at the 
fame inſtant, fo that the hollow of it 
may touch the left dere firelock 


in 


1 * N 


in this poſition is to be totally ſupported 

in the left hand; the body to reſt 
entirely on the left foot both knees 
to berftraight. - 


oth, Sher 5 


Iſt. By a turn of che cake wr! mY Ani der arms 
thi firelock to its proper poſition on the 2 Motions, 
ſhoulder as defcribed above, the left hand 
graſping the butt: — 2d. Quit the right 


hand, bringing it brifkly"down to its 


place by the TY 62TH, {- VEIL © 


1ſt. At one motion Arbe hofedock 


e the ſhoulder acroſs the body, to a 
lo diagonal recover, a poſition known in 


many regiments by the name of porting = 
arms, or Preparing for the charge, in which 
the lock is to be turned to the front, ane 
at the height of the breaſt; the mozzle 


 ſlnting upwards, ſo that the barrel may 
_ crols oppoſite the point of the lefe ſhoul- 


6h 
Char ve 


bay onets. 


2 Metions, 2] 


der, with the butt proportionally, de- 
Preſſed: the right hand graſps the ſmall 
of the butt, and the left holds the piece 


at the ſwell, cloſe to the lower pipe, 


the thumbs of both hands pointing: wok; 


wards the muzzle. ; 


2d. Make a half face to the right, 


and bring down the firelock to nearly a 


horizontal poſition, with the muzzle in- 


elining a little upwards, and the right 


wriſt reſting againſt the hollow of the 


thigh, Juſt below the hip. 


N. B. 


In 10 24 ns 
N. B. The firſt motion of the charge 
is the poſition which the ſoldier will, 
1 either from the ſhoulder, or after firing, 
take, in order to advance on an enemy, 
whom it is intended to attack with fixed 
5 bayonets; and the word of command for 
IS that purpoſe. is, © prepare to charge.” ao 
3 The ſecond poſition of the charge is 
that which the front rank takes, When 
i arrived at a few yards diſtance: only from 
dhe body to be attacked. The firſt mo- 
| - tion of the charge is alſo that which ſen⸗ 


tries are to take, when challenging any 


| | perſons who approach their poſts. "PE 
Jb. Shol- I. Face to the front, and throw up the 
der arms. piece into its polition on the ſhoulder, by 
2 Mirian. a turn of the right wriſt, inſtantly graſp- 
ing the butt, a as above deſeribed, with the 
left hand. vo 
II. Quit the firelock briſkly with the 
. hand, bringing it 10 its proper 6, 
place by the ſide. be : 
The men muſt be ravght likewiſe to 
Fupport arms at three motions, throwing 
the firſt and ſecond nearly into one: at 
the firſt motion, they ſeize the ſmall of the 
butt under the lock with the right hand, 


bringing the butt in front of the groin, 


and keeping the lock ſomewhat turned 
out: at the ſecond Thee bring the left 
arm 


E 11 . 


arm under the cock: at the third they 


quit the right hand. In carrying arms 


from the ſupport, the motions are exactly 
reverſed. 


'In marching any diſtance, or in u Hand- 
ing at eaſe, when ſpported, the men are 


allowed to bring their right hand acroſs 
the body, to the ſmall of 1 the butt, which 
N latter muſt, in that caſe, be thrown ſtill 


more forward; the fingers of the left hand 


being uppermoſt, _ be placed between | 


the body, and the right eſhow: the tight - * 


hands are to be inftanily removed; hen 


the divifion halts, or is. orde ered to ar fe 


by the right. 
FT be motions in the who erb 
will, in future, be performed flower than 
heretofore, leaving three ſeconds between 
each motion, except that of fixing bayo- 


vets, in which a longer time muſt be given. 
The manual is nat to be executed by 
one word, or i ignal, but each ſeparate 


word of command is to be given by the 


it. | 

In regard to the motions of ſecuring, 
vroveding, and trailing, as well as thole 
of piling, &c. it will be ſufficient for the 
ſoldiers to be taught to perform them in 
the moſt conyenicnt, and quickeſt me- 


thod. 


Time, 


officer Who commands the body peforming E 


0 


N. B. "The firſt motion PR the charge 
is the poſition which the ſoldier will, 
either from the ſhoulder, or after firing, 

take, in order to advance on an enemy, 

whom it is intended to attack with fixed 

bayonets; and the word of command for 

that purpoſe is, prepare to charge. 

The ſecond poſition of the charge is 
that which the front rank takes, When 

arrived at a few yards diſtance only from 

the body to be attacked. The firſt mo- 

tion of the charge is alſo that which ſen» 

tries are to take, when challenging any 

5 perſons who approach their poſts + 

7. Shoul- I. Face to the front, and throw up the 
amt. piece into its poſition on the ſhoulder, by 

2 Motions a turn of the right wriſt, inſtantly graſps 
ing the butt, as above deſcribed, with the 

left hand. _ 

II. Quit the firelock briſkly wh the 


kent hand, bringing it to its proper er 


place by the fide. 
The men muſt be taught Ukewiſe to 
ſupport arms at three motions, throwing 
the firſt and ſecond nearly into one: at 
the firſt motion, they ſeize the ſmall of the 
butt under the lock with the right hand, 
bringing the butt in front of the groin, 
and keeping the lock ſomewhat turned 
out: at the ſecond they bring the left 
am 


F  J- 


* 


: rm ade the dock: at the third they 
quit the right hand. In carrying arme 
from the ſupport, the motions : are e exactly = 


| reverſed. 


In marching any diſtance, or in Hand- 


ing at eaſe, when ſupported, the men are 


allowed to bring their right hand acroſs 
the body, to the ſmall of the butt, which 
AJatter muſt, in that caſe, be thrown ſtill 


more forward; the fingers of the left hand 
being g uppermoſt, muſt be placed between 
the body, and the right e how: the tight 


hands are to be inſtantly removed, hen 
the diviſion halts, or is orde ered to 4 


. the right. 


The motions in the aur excrtiſe 
will, in future, be performed flower than 
heretofore, leaving three ſeconds between. 
each motion, except that of fixing bayo- 


nets, in which a longer time muſt be given. 
The manual is nat to be execu:ed by 


Time. 


one word, or ſignal, but each, ſeparate | 
word of command is to be given by the 


_ officer who commands the N peforming 
it, | 


In regard to the motions of ſecur ing, 
eroding, and trailing, as well as thole 
of piling, &c. it will be ſufficient for the 
ſoldiers to be taught to perform them in 
the moſt convenient, and quickeſt me- 

thod, 5 


. 


4 3 


1 | thed- Returning bayonets i is to be done | 


from the order, in the. ſame, manner as 


4 fixing . 


dani ien. 25 1 
are permitted afterwards to ſupport, but 


not to ſlope them. On the approach of 
an officer, they immediately carry their 


The manual, and Platoon de wil 


no longer make a regular part of a re- 


view, but will only be gone through, 


when particularly called for by che re- 
ö viewing General. 


The platoon exerciſe is always. to. 'be ; 


done with ranks cloſed, except at the 
ea drill. 0 


N poſted 1 1 ſhouldered | arms, 


arms; and put themſelves into their 


5 proper poſition, which is not to be done 
at the inſtant he paſſes, but by the time 
he is within twenty yards of their poſt, 
| fo that they may be perfectly ſteady, 
before he comes up. ; 


Corporals marching with reliefs, or 
| commanding detachments, or diviſions, 


will carry their arms advanced, as at pre- 
ſent; for which purpoſe a ſoldier when 


promoted to that rank, muſt be taught 


the Poſition of advanced arms, 


PL A- 


PLATOON EXERCISE, 


Bxplanation of the ſeveral Motions, 
DR taught at the arill. 


ExrLAxATIOx. | z | Words of 

E 

0 A8 uſual, bringing the firelock to the ft. Make 
recover, and inſtantly cocking.  _ ready. 


Iſt. Slip the left hand along the ſling 
asfar as the ſwell of the firelock, and bring 
the piece down to the preſent, ſtepping, 3 
back about ſix inches to the rear with „ 


the right foot. 


Alter firing drop the leck brilkly 
5 to the priming poſition. 1 
2d. Half cock. 

"ft. Draw the cartridge from the 4%. Has 


. Fire. 


pouch. „ 'dle gart. 


2d. Bring it to the mouth, holding it““ id; _— 
between the iorc-finger and thumb, and 


bite off the top of it, 
22 Shake 


E „„ 
38 gib. Prime. 1ſt. Shake ſome powder i into the pan. 
2a. Shut the pan with the three laſt 
. fingers. 3 5 
. 234d. Seine the ſmall of the butt with - 
|| _ the above three fingers. 2 

| en. Lead. 1ſt, Face to the left on both heels, fo 

that the right toe may point directly to 

the front, and the body be a very little 
| faced to the left, bringing at the ſame 
=: time the firelock round to the left ſide 
1 without ſinking it, It ſhould, in this 
| momentary potition, be almoſt perpen- 
dicht (having the muzzle only a {mall 
1 degree brought forward), and as ſoon as 
it is ſteady there, it muſt inſtantly be 
forced down within 2 inches of the 
ground, the burr nearly oppoſite the left 
heel, and the firelock itſelf ſomewhat 
floped, and directly to the front; the 
right hand at the ſame inſtant catches 

the muzzle, in order to ſteady it. 

2d. Shake the powder into the barrel, 
Pong. in after it the paper and ball. 
7 Seize the top of the ramrod, with 

the forefiager and thumb. _ 

1 Draw III. Force the tamtod half out, and 9 
ranrodi. it backhanded exactly 1 in the middle. 
2d. Draw it entirely out, and turning it 
with the whole hand and arm extended 

from you, put it one inch into the barrel. 


1ſt, Puſh 


. 5 
1ſt. Puſn the ramrod down, holding Ya | [ 
it as before exactly in the middle, till aun ct-- 
che hand touches the muzzle. ie. 
2d. Slip the fore finger and thumb 
to the upper end, without letting the 
ramrod fall further i into the barrel, 
za. Pufth the * well down to 
the bottom. 

Ath. Strike it two very quick broke, 
with the ramrod. 


iſt. Draw the ramrod half out, carch- . 1 | 


ing it backhanded, Tu on NS 


2d. Draw it entirely out, turning it . 
very briſkly from you with the arm ex- 
tended, and put it into the loops, forc- 
ing it as quick as poſſible to the 
bottom; then face to the proper front, 
the finger and thumb of the right hand 
holding the ramrod, as in the poſition 
immediately previous to drawing it, and 
the butt raiſed two inches from the 5 
round. . 5 
Strike the top of the muzzle ſmartly PET 
_ with the right hand, in order to fix the Shoulder | 
bayonet, and ramrod, more firmly, and . 
at the ſame time throw it nimbly up, at 
one motion, to the ſhoulder. 5 
N. B. Though the butts are not to ns 
to the ground in caſtingabout, as accidents 
may happen from it, yet they are per- 
 yitted, | 


15 Words of 


command. 


Prime and 


; Mtted, While losding, to be ſo reſled; 


but i it muſt be done without noiſe, and . 
in a manner h . in 170 front. 


IN Dien. = 


clear of the cock. 


2d. Open the pan, 55 throwing up 


the ftecl, with a ſtrong motion of the 
1 arm, turning the elbow in, and keep - 
ing the firelock feady in the left hand. 


; pouch, and draw out the carttidge. 


The reſt as above deſcribed, excepting | 
chat, in the. quick loading, all the 
Motions * are to be done with as much 
gp . Uiſpateh 


EXPLANATION or PRIMING AND L0AD- 


1ſt, Bring the firelock down“ in one | 

| briſk motion to the priming poſition, - 
the thumb of the right hand placed 
i, againſt the pan cover, or , ſteel; the 
„ clenched ; and the elbow a little 
turned out, ſo that the wriſt, may be 


3d. Bring your hand round to the 


„ F 
© diſpatch as poſlible; the ſoldiers taking : 
their time, from the flugel man in 
front, for cafting over, and Hoouldering 
_— 
- wi three deep, the priming Priming 
_ poſition for the front rank is the height tn. 
of the waiſtband of the breeches: for 
the center rank, about the middle of 
the ſtomach : and for the rear rank, 
cloſe to the breaſt : the firelock, in all 


theſe poſitions, is to be. * erte 
horizontal. : 


* 


EXPLANATION or THE ' POSITION OF 
| EACH RANK IN THE FIRINGS, | 


F ront rank, kneeling. 


Bring the firelock briſkly up, to the Make 
recover, catching it in the left hand; %. 
me without ſtopping, ſink down with 
a quick motion upon the right knee, 

keeping the left foot faſt, the butt end 
of the firelock, at the ſame moment, 
falling upon the ground; then cock, and 
inſtantly ſeize the cock and ſteel together 

in the right hand, holding the piece firm 

0 in 


„ 
5 5 
j [4 4 
ty 
| iT 
f 1 
11 
4 ; 
| | | 
L 0 ; 
* 
; * 
1 
% 4 4 
| ; 
; 
/ 
; 


in the left, about the middle of that 


EAI. 


part which is between the lock and 


the ſwell of the ſtock : the point of the 


left thumb, to be cloſe to the ſwell and 


5 Pointing upwards, 5 


Preſent, 
TP preſent, by ſliding the left hand, to the 
full extent of the arm, along the ſling, 
without letting the motion tell ;—the 
right hand at the ſame time ſpringing 
uß the butt by the cock ſo high againſt 
the right ſhoulder, that the head may 


As the body is 1 the cake 


| knee is to be thrown ſo far back, that the 
left leg may be right up and down, the 
right foot a little turned out, the body 
ſtraight, and the head as much up, as if 
ſhouldered; the firelock muſt be up- 
right, and the butt about four inches to 
the right of the inſide of the left foot. 


Bring the firelock down firmly to the 


not be too much lowered | in taking aim; 


| the right cheek to be cloſe to the butt; 
the left eye ſhut, and the middle finger 


of the right hand on the trigger, look 


along the barrel with the right eye from 


the breech pin to the muzzle, | and 
remain ſteady. 


Pull the trigger . with the mid- 


Alle lager, and as ſoon as fired, ſpring 


pp 


pw vo i 1 w* We to FTW 53 iP 


8 


T9 3 


, up vimbly upon the left leg, keeping the Fire. 
body erect and the left foot faſt, and 
bringing the right heel to the hollow of ED 
the left; at the ſame inſtant drop the 
firelock to the priming poſition the 
| height of the waiſtband of the breeches; 
Half cock ; handle cartridge, and go on 


with the toading: motions, | as before J 
deſeribed. 


Center Rant. 


Sbring the firelock briſkly to the re- Male 
cover; as ſoon as the left hand ſeizes the ready. 
firelock above the lock, raiſe the right 

_ elbow a little, placing the thumb of that 

hand upon the cock, with the fingers 

open on the plate of the lock, and then, 

as quick as poſſible, cock the piece, by 

dropping the elbow, and forcing down 

the cock with the thumb, ſtep at 


the fame time with the right foot a 


moderate pace to the right, and keeping 
the left faſt, ſeize the ſmall of the butt, 
with the right hand: The piece muſt 
be held in this poſition perpendicular, 
and e the left ſide of the face, the 


3 N butt 
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tal 


butt cloſe to the breaſt, but not preſſed, 
the body ſtraight, and full to the front, 
and the head 5/3 : 
Preſent. 
on front rank. 
Pull the trigger ſtrong with the middle 
finger, and, as ſoon as fired, bring 
the firelock to the priming pofition, 
about the height of the ſtomach; the 


As in the foregaing explanation for the 


reſt, as in explanation of priming and 


loading —with this difference only, that 
the left foot is to be drawn up to the 
right, at the ſame time that the firelock 
is brought down to the priming: poſition; 


Male 
ready. 


and that, immediately after the firelock 


is thrown up to the ſhoulder, the men 


ſpring to the left again, and cover their 
: file lagen. . | | 


e Rank, 


Recover and cock, as befors direaed 


for the centre rank, 40 4 as the firelock 


is brought to the recover, ſtep briſkly 
10 the right a full pace, at the ſame 
time placing the left heel about fix 
inches before the point of the right foot. 
be body to be kept ſtraight, and as 
ſquare to the front as e | 


As 


* 266 6. ac. r 


7 21 þ 
at in explanation Gs the center rank, Nee. a 
As in explanation for the center rank, Fire. 
remembering only the difference of the 
priming poſition for this rank, as before 
deſcribed ; after firing, and thouldering, 
the men lep, as the center rank does. 
in firing with the front rank fanding, 
N that rank makes ready, &c. as ſpecified 
in the article relative to the Platoon 
exerciſe. es RT” 
> No Bc -10: giving words of command, Ofen. = 
as well in as out of the ranks, officers are 
to ſtand perfectly Ready, and in their 
proper poſition ; their ſwords held firmly 
in the full of the right hand, with the 
upper part of the blade reſting againlt 
the ſhoulder, the right wriſt againſt the 
hip, and the elbow wn rnd 5 


| IBS. © r A. 


Fig by Plau. 15 


The officers, inſtead of- giving hs: Officers, 
V words, platoon, make ready, preſent, Oc. 
2 Fre, are to pronounce the words ſhort, 
* as for inſtance, toon, ready, pſent, fre, 
In firing by platoons, or divitions, the 


s officers commanding them are to ſtep out 
one pace, on the cloſe of the prepara- 
s rd ive, and face to the left towards their 


— men: 
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5 men: They there ſtand perfectly ſteady 
till the laſt part of the general, when 
they ſtep back again into their proper 


intervals, all at the ſame time. — After a 


diviſion has fired, the right-hand man of 
It ſteps out one pace, in front of the of- 
flicer, but till keeping his own proper 


front, and gives the time for caſting 
about, and uldering, after which he 
falls back again into his place in the 


ud front rank. 


The flugel man * a battalion, f is alſo 
to keep his front, in giving the time of 


Fl exerciſe, | 


In firing by ord divifions, the cen - 


ter officer falls back, on the preparative, 
into the fourth rank, and is replaced 15 | 
the covering ſerjeant. 18 


FINIS. 
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